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Though pealed and chimed on all the tongues of fame, 


Sounds less harmonious to the grateful mind, 
Than his who fashions and improves mankind...Corymnzah, 
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From the Missionary Herald. 
mir of the Rev. James Richards, American 
Wsonary in Ceylon, who died August 3, 
1322. 
(Coneluded.) 
"On the 19th of July, his symptoms be- 
emore alarming, and his distress from 
mous irritation and difficulty of breathing, 
me very great ; so that it was necessa- 
frseveral persons to be constantly em- 
med in brushing and fanning him. He 
md us to pray, that he might have 
epatience, but observed,—‘ It is good 
infer. It gives me some faint idea of 
& my Saviour bore for me. Thanks, 
bnalthanks to that Grace, which snatch- 
ne from the jaws of the devourer! 
in I get home, how wiil I sing the 
wesof Him, who will have washed away 
ty sins! Crown him, yes, Ill crown 
‘Lord of all.’ That hymn, which be- 
‘All hail the power of Jesus’ name,’ 
sever a favourite one, and he often re- 
wed his brethren and sisters to sing it 
ium. 
“On the morning of August 2d, Mrs. 
ards rose early to. relieve the brother, 
mhad watched with him, and found him 
quiet and comfortable, having rested 
ferthan usual. He spoke much of the 
Miiess of God to him, and expressed a 
é, that he should not repine when called 
iilering. A season of severe Coughing, 
mcame on, which affected him very 
i. Soon after this, he Jost his appetite, 
Klis cough rendered him unable to take 
itulants, so that his strength fajled fast. 
tiainting, and the distress for breath, 
onpanied with great nervous irritation, 
med too much for his feeBle body to sus- 
sand he cried out, ‘O Lord deliver.— 
Lord Jesus, come quickly. If this be dy- 
B| must say, the pains, the groans, the 
g strife. Lord, is it not enough?’ In 
tvening of the same day, when Mrs. 
lards went to take leave of him, she 
kel, as was her custom, whether she 
id do any thing more for his comfort be- 
she retired. ‘ Yes,? he answered, 
mimend me to God and to the word of 
‘grace, who is able to keep me from 
ug, and to present me faultless before 
Presence of His glory with exceeding 
® This was said with a trembling vcice, 
With many pauses. A’ little before 11 
mick, she returned to him, and he asked 
Yshe came so soon ? She told him, that 
found it difficult to sleep while he was 
stressed. He replied, ‘I am more 
*, and do not need you now; yet I feel 
Mi pain in my breast. I havea new feel- 
there.” She told him, she thought his 
sPtoms indicated a speédy termination 
suferings ; and perhaps that was the 
ight. ‘Well, my dear,’ said he, ‘ you 
; ttite with mein thanking God for so 
~it a prospect. Retire to rest and 
eetength for the trial? About three 
sO the morning of the 3d, he sent 
lus Wife, and when sae came, she found 
~ great bodily distress, Soon after 
0 @ season of tainting, he said, * Now I 
al At half past four o’clock, Dr. 
“et was sent for. About five, he was 
E “great distress, when it was thought 
nding. Reviving a little, he said, 
» IS hard work’ Immediately after 
By his tery began to chatter, his pulse 
© indistinct, and his breathing very 
4, tT. A little before seven, Dr. Scud- 
Wee and approaching his bed, said, 
rotiier Richards, it is almost over. 
Ned in his countenance as he looked 
. 7 ad, * Yes brother Scudder, I think 
a gn O Lord Jesus, come quick- 
, aKer drowsing a few moments, he 
 S aifectionate leave of his affticted 
}, Md Observed, ‘I have long been giv- 
bc UY “ying counsel and i a 


‘» 


About half past ten o’clock, he revived a 
little, and was able to speak more distinctly. 
On being asked, what were his views of di- 
vine things, he replied; ‘ Not so clear; I 
still feel that I look through a glass darkly. 
But soon, yes, very soon, face to face.’. He 
then inquired for /ames, his only child, who 
was standing at the headof his bed. Tak- 
ing him by the hand, he said, *‘ My son, your 
papa is dying. He will very soon be dead. 
Thou, my son, remember three things. Be 
a‘good boy ; obey your mama; and love 
Jesus Christ. Now remember these, my 
son.” He also gave him a small pocket 
Testament, and told him to read it much 
and obey it. His whole appearance was 
such as to denote, that his last moments 
had arrived. Dr. Scudder had, for a few 
moments left the room. Looking round 
upon those present, he said, ‘ Tell brother 
Scudder, going.’—and spokeno more. He 
continued to breathe, for a few minutes, and 
then quietly fell asleep. His brethren and 
sisters present united in singing a hymn, and 
in offering up a prayer to God, expressive 
of the mingled emotions of joy and grief ex- 
cited by the occasion. 

“On the following day, which was the 
Sabbath, the members of the mission as- 
sembled at Tillipaliy, and after attending to 
some appropriate religious exercises, com- 
mitted the remains of their departed bro- 
ther tothe grave, in assured hope of a glo- 
rious resurrection, when ¢hie corrufitible 
must fut on incorrufition; and this mortal 
must fut on immortality.” 


The prety of Mr. Richards. 


“ Having been called into the kingdom of 
erace in early life,” says his biographer, 
‘his piety was of many years’ growth.” 
But its depth and maturity were marked no 
less by the diligence, with which he had cul- 
tivated it, than by the number of years he 
had maintained a pious character. The 
reality and strength of his piety, as will ap- 
pear from the facts already stated, were 
put to a severe test through almost the 
whole period of his missionary course. His 
trials were many, and in some respects pe- 
culiar. But. the manner in which he bore 
them, in the various situations, in which he 
was placed, evinced, that being tried he was 
not found wanting ; but was enabled to give 
an ijlustration of the truth, that ‘ tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience experience, 
and experience hope, and hope maketh not 
ashamed.’ He was very particular in the 
observance of stated secret. frrayer. For 
many years before his death, it was his 
constant habit to attend to this duty morn- 
ing, noon, and night; and, for several 
months before his death, he added another 
season immediately after coming in from 
his evening ride. tle said, that as he could 
not perform much active labour in the mis- 
sion, he felt it his duty to be much in prayer 
for its prosperity. In addition to these sta- 
ted seasons of secret prayer, he united in 
family prayer morning and evening ; in the 
season of prayer at one o’clock in the after- 
noon, which is observed by all the mission- 
aries in the district ; and also with his wife, 
after they had retired in the evening ;. mak- 
ing in all, eight seasons of prayer every day. 
When he had been prevented, one morning, 
by company, from attending to his secret 
devotions ; he wrote in his journal as fol- 
lows: ‘I felt a great dneasiness on this ac- 
count, all the morning; and when I retired 
at noon, I felt as though I had been absent 
for a long time from an important place.’— 
At another time, he tlius expresses his feel- 
ings in the performance of this duty ;—*‘! 
find it my delight, from day to day, to pour 
ont my lieart in prayer. O let me live in 
the remotest corner of the earth, and enjoy 
the sweets of communion with God, rather 
than in a palace, and remain a stranger to 
this happiness.’ And again: ‘ This morn- 
ing I have been favoured with near access 
to the throne of grace. O how delighttul! 


My willing soul would stay, 
In such a frame as this. 





What a great blessing to be allowed to 
spread all my wants to the living God; and 
to do this in the name of the Lord Jesus !"— 
The following extract is expressive of. his 
confidence in God. ‘I have had no great 
joys, or extraordinary views, of late ; but I 
feel such a confidence in God, as I would 
not part with for all the riches of the world. 
‘The Lord is faithful in fulfilling all his pro- 
mises, and the language of my heart is, 
I will trust’in him all the days of my life.”) 
Those who knew him most intimately, can 
testify, that"his life was in accordance with 
the extracts that have been made from his 
writings; and that they were not mere 
words without medffing, but the real senti- 
ments and feelings of hisheart. It is not in- 
tended by this, howéver, that he was fer- 
fect,—that he was destitute of those faults 
and infirmities, that are incident to the best 
of men in this state of trial. He was fully 
aware of his easily besetting sins, and main- 
tained a constant and vigorous warfare 
against them. It was his daily grief, that 
he was not more holy, and ‘his constant en- 
deavour to become perfectly conformed to 
his divine Lord and Master. ‘ Forgetting 
the things that are behind, he pressed to-\ 
ward the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.’ From what has 
been it will appear, that he possessed 
that primary and essential qualification of a 
miss —ardent piety. 





Hie partiality for the Missionary Work. 
it ose, who knew him best, and saw 


had a strong partiality for the missionary 
work. He was ever disposed to magnify his 
office. He visited many missionary stations, 
both in Asia and Africa, where he had fre- 
quent opportunities of surveying the mis- 
sionary field in different aspects ; but after 
all he had seen, that was unfavourable and 
discouraging, and the contrary, he was 
heard repeatedly to say, with much delib- 
eration, ‘I consider the employment of an 
humble and faithful missionary, who. is en- 
gaged in actually freaching the Gospel 
among the heathen, the most noble, the most 
important, and the most desirable employ- 
ment on earth.’ The bitterest ingredient in 
his cup of affliction was, that he could not 
be thus employed. On the last topic, 
he wrote a few months before he died 
as follows: ‘To be able to do little or 
nothing in a field so ripe for the harvest ; to 
see hundreds ignorant of the day of salva- 
tion, and yet unable to speak to them ; to 
spend month after month, and year after 
year, in taking care of myself, instead of 
preaching to the heathen ; has caused many 
a sigh and many agroan. But I hope I have 
been enabled to feel, that my labours are of 
little consequence ; and that all the glorious 
predictions concerning the triumphs of the 
cross, will assuredly be accomplished, whe- 
ther I live long, or die soon. 

“Ina letter to his brother, written about 
six months before his death, he gives a de- 
tailed account of his joys and serrows, as a 
missionary. A few extracts from that let- 
ter will give a further illustration of his 
views and feelings on missionary subjects. 
One cause of sorraav, on which he dwelt very 
much, was the embarrassments of the mis- 
sion at that time, for want of funds. At the 
conclusion of that subject he says, * Could 
the friends of missions m America see the 
things which I see, and hear the things 
which I hear, they would not withhold their 
contributions from the treasury of the Lord. 
Could they see as I do, the hearts of my 
brethren and sisters united in prayer and in 
labour, as the heart of one man; could they 
behold these wretched heathen from day 
to day, carrying on their breasts and on 
their foreheads the badges of heathenism, 
and know the cruel bondage, in which they 
are held ; there would, I think, be no more 
need of missionary sermons and missionary 
agents to unlock the coffers of the rich. The 
country would be all in motion. Some 
would give their thousands, and multitudes 
their doliars and cents, till the treasury of 
the Lord should be filled. If the object 
could not be effected in any other way, some 
would live on bread and water, and others 
would sell their houses and lands, to fur- 
nish the means of enlightening the heathen, 
—of making known to them the only Re- 
deemer of sinners.’ 

** Among the sources of his joy, which he 
mentions, the following are selected. ‘I 
rejoice, especially, in seeing the word of 
God preached extensively to the people in 
their own tongue, because it pleases God by 
the foolishnéss of preaching to save them thai 
believe. Soon I hope we shall be able to 
say, 


The year of jubilee is come, 
Return ye ransomed sinners home, 


“«*T come, now, to mention the unspeak- 
able joy of seeing converts from among the 
heathen. When I think of what God has 
done for us in this way ; when I think that 
God has increased our number since we 
came tothis place; when I think of Mal- 
leappa, of Gabriel, of Nicholas, and Philip ; 
when I think of Porter, of Jordan, of Niles, 
of QOnesimus, of George, and of Saniteo, 
names enrolled with ours, and I hope with 
patriarchs and prophets; and when { think, 
also, of three or four others, who expect 
soon to become members of our church, my 
soul almost leaps from the body, and I pant 
for other powers, that I may be enabled to 
declare the feelings I possess, 

“* The promises of God produce more joy 
in the breast of the missionary, than all 
other facts and considerations combined. If 
this source of joy were dried vit all others 
would soon fail. it would be of little conse- 
quence to me, that I havea few intimate and 
agreeable friends; that I see missionary 
stations formed, schocis established, and the 
Gospel preached to thousands ; that I see 
many prejudices overcome, and many good 
impressions made ; that 1.see my brethren 
and sisters much engaged ‘in labour and in 
prayer; that I see a few, who were once 
heathen, giving up all for Christ. Circum- 
stances like these are exceedingly pleasant, 
but, without the promises of God, can never 
support the missionary. These promises 
can never fail us. Hopeful conversions may 
all prove to be false. Phe most loving mis- 
sionaries may fall out by the way. ‘The ear 
that has listened to the sound of the Gospel, 
may become deaf as an adder. These sta- 
tions, that are now flourishing, may again 
be forsaken and tumble intoruins, But the 
promises of God will all be aecomplished ; 
and the blessed Redeemer will have the hea- 
then for His inheritance, and the uttermost 
farts of the earth for fis possession; and the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, oc. And 
they shall not teach man his neighbour, 
saying, Know the Lord, for all shall know 
Him from the least ynto the greatest.” 
His Assistance Lo the Mission. 


or in .attendi 


ing the Ge 
prea sf the: mission, he i 


other active du 


° 
. ap 


“ty i 





the heathen, can testify, that he 


Miwat he did somecaiig. Wut, pe 





“It would not be correct to say ss 


Who does whate’er his circumstance allows, 
Does well, acts nobly, angels could no more. 


In speaking of him with Téference to this 
sentiment, it is proper to say, he was a la- 
borious missionary, and acguitted himself 
well. But this is not all. His patience in 
suffering ; his faith and confidence in God, 
amidst trials of various descriptions ; his 
habitual cheerfulness and resignation to the 
divine will, while under the rod of affliction; 
his disposition to exert himself ‘in the work 
of the mission, though unnerved by sickness; 
the lively interest he. manifested in every 
thing that related to’ the cause of Chirst ; 
his desire to lay down his life in the sight of 
the heathen, as a testimony of love to their 
souls, and of his love to his Saviour ;—these, 
and other graces of a kindred nature, which 
he exibited ; reflect, honour, not only upon 
himself as a missionary, but upon the cause 
to which he was devoted. 

‘In speaking of the assistance, rend 
by him to the mission, with which he was 
connected, it must be remarked, that he 
was highly useful as a friend and counsel- 
lor; as acompanion and fellow-labourer.— 
Viewing him as sustaining these relations, 
his brethren are made deeply to feel their 
loss, and are reminded of-the advantages 
they «lerived from his assistance. He was 
under very favourable circumstances for 
giving counsel and advice, beth to individu- 
als, and tothe missionaries as a body. Con- 
sequently, he was-very useful in promoting 
that spirit of union ahd brotherly love, 
which has hitherto subsisted amo them, 
and which is justly considered one of the 
most pleasing features of their mission. The 
example of this dear brother, is a rich leg: 
acy, which his surviving fellow-iabourei 
will highly value.” 








Scvipture fAanual. 
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A Scripture Manual: or, a filain representa- 
tion of the ordinance of Baptism. Design- 
ed for the use of all who would answer a 
good conscience toward God; and give a 
reason Of their faith and practice guith 
meckness and fear; by Samuel Wilson. 
That Baptism is an ordinance of Jesus 

Christ, is admitted by the generality of those 
who call themselves Christians, That itis 
of standing use in the church of God, ap- 
pears trom the nature of the institution 
when rightly understood, and the promise 
of the great Head of the church to his min- 
isters in the administration of it—Lo, Zam 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world, 

And as this ordinance is distinguished 
from others, in its limitation to a single ad- 
ministration, without repetition, great care 
should be taken that we act agreeably to 
the mind of Christ in it. What is to be 
done but once in the Christian’s life, ought 
to be done well. ., 

It is certain, men are apt to run into ex- 
tremes. Some may possibly make too much 
of baptism ; supposing it to be a REGENER- 
ATING, OF JUSTIFYING ordinance; that it 
washes away the guilt of original sin, and is 
always accompanied with the conveyance 
of grace. Others may think as meanly of 
it asa mere CIRCUMSTANTIAL RITUAL, or 
TEST OF OBEDIENCE to a positive precept, 
with little, if any, spiritual meaning. 

Nor are men, good and learnéd-men, less 
divided about the sudjects and mode of this 
sacred institution. It this arose from the 
obscurity or ambiguity of the terms in which 
it is revealed, it might carry the appear- 
ance of some reflection on the wisdom of 
the Lawgiver ; it being a. duty of common 
concern, im which the plainest Christian is 
as deeply interested, as men of the greatest 
capacity or literature. But if it appear 
that God has not been wanting in this mat- 
ter, and that the scripture account of it is in 
terms of a determinate meaning, and easy 
to be understood ; whatever darkness may 
attend our minds, we have noroom to quar- 
rel-with revelation. 

It is now near thirty years since I first 
examined this matter: and I am sure no 
one could enter into the inquiry with more 
earnest desire to find it on the side of the 
common practice; all my conversation and 
prospects leaning strongly that way. 

‘The method I took was, I hope, in a de- 
pendance on God, whose direction I ear- 
nestly implored, to ‘collect the whole evi- 
dence from scripture, to consider carefully 
every part separately, that 1 might know 
what was his good and acceptable will.in 
this service. Aud whether 1 should hap- 
pily attain the desirable end or not, 


bee 
member I found great peace in the integer 
ty of the dewdinninatinn, Accordingly, | “1 
ing up to heaven, I set myself to search the 
scriptures, ° es ‘ 

‘The eens before me were, 

Whether believers, or persons professing 
faith and. repentance, only; or believers and 
their natural offspring, or infants in common, 


saying, ‘ Repetit ye, for the kingiom of hea- 
ven isat hand.” That, then went out tohmm 
Jefusalem, and all Judea, and all the region 


round about joni: and were baptized of 
him in Jordan, ¢offessing their sims. And 
,that when he saw many of the pharisees 
and sadducees come to big baptisin, he said 
unto them, O generatiod of vipers, who hath 
| warned you, &c: Bring forth, therefore, 
| fruits meet for repentance, and think not to 
say within yourselves, we have Abraham 
to our father,” &c. 

Here I found that John had a special 
commission given him, to preach and to 
baptize. That the substance of his minis- 
try was the doctrine of repentance, m the 
view of the near approach of the Mess:ah 
—Repfient, for the kingdom of heaven is ui 
hand. ‘That Kis success was very exttaor- 
dinary, multitudes flocking after hina, to 
hear him preach, and be baptized of him, 
Jerusalem and all Judea, and the ih 
round about ‘7c. That the place o 
preaching was the wildemess, and c: 
baptizing, the river Jordan. Tha: * 
tion was BAPTIZING ; and that the 
tion of mind required in the subj 
REPENTANCE; and such repent. 
should be productive of good frui 
where this was wanting, a relation tc 
ham as their father; did not entitle ty 
his baptism. 

This appeared to me to be the sum 
account ; and I could not help observ: 
There is no intimation of children 
brought by their parents to John; n 
word of baptizing them; no reconme: 
tion of this to their parents, as a duty 1 
afterwards performed by them, im cot 
quence of their being proselyted to his d.«- 
trine ; no hint of pouring or sprmkiin?: 6. 
that John baptized the people in the rivé 
Jordan, and that he did this-on their refer 
tance, or profession ot it. 

‘Thus far the evidence being for aduli 
baptism, I proceeded to consider the bap- 
tism of our Lord, as described in the same 
chapter, verses 13, 14, 15, 16. “ Then 
cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan, to 
John, to be baptized of him. But Join for- 
bad him, saying, I have need to be baptiz- 
ed of thee, anc comest thou tome? And 
Jesus answering, said unto him; Suiler it te 
be so now : for thus it becometh. us to fulfil 
ali righteousness. Then he suffered him. 
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went-ap 
straightway out of the water,” &c. 

Here I observed our Lord did not sead 
to John to come and baptize him, but went 
himself from Galilee to Jordan, the piuc: 
where John was baptizing, and omered hims .! 
as a subject. John, apprehensive of his su- 
perior glory, modestly refuses. Our Lord 
insists on it, as a part of righteousness ix 
pecame him to fulfil. John baptized him, 
and as Mark (chap. i. 9.) expressly says, iz 
the river Jordan ; and from the expression 
of his coming ows of the water, I concluded 
it was by immersion. 

I took notice ofa difference between this 
and the former account. Here was no 
preaching on John’s part; no repentance 
required of, or confessed by our Lord Jesus 
previous to baptism ; these, the dignity and 
purity of his person rendered unnecessary. 
He had the richest unction of the Holy Spi- 
rit, and was holy, harmless, and undefiled. 
However, he appeared with great zeal to 
engage in the’duty ; and I thought he spoke 
as the Head o£ the church, and example of 
his -people,* when’ he said, TH¥S IT BE- 
COMETH US TO FULFIL ALL RIGHTEZOUS- 
NESS. 

The next place I consulted was Matt. 
xix. 13, 14. compared with Mark ~x. 13. 
and Luke xviii. 15. 

“Then were there brought unto him lit- 
tle children, that he should put his hands 
on them and pray; and the discipies re- 
buked them. But Jesus said, Sutfer iittle 
children, and forbid them not tc come unto 
me. ; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

This I had often heard quoted in favour 
of infant baptism, and therefore, though I 
did not find the word BaPTrz¥ in the text, 
1 thought it deserved a particular consider- 
ation. 

And the first thing which came before 
me, was the desire of the parent or friends 
of those children, or what they aimed at in 
bringing them to Christ; and the evange- 
list Matthew says, it was that he should pug 
his hands on themand pray. Mark and 
Luke say, that he might soueh them ; nei- 
y anid them give the least hint as to any 

ire or request that they might be daf:- 
tized. 


I then considered the conduct of our Lord 
on this occasion—-and the text says, “ ue 
took them up in his afms, put his hands on 
them, and blessed them.”—This, and no 
more, our Lord did at this time, as I could 
find, by comparing the evangelists. § 
This led me to consider the reluctance of 
the disciples that these children siould be 
brought, and our Lord’s displeasure, signi- 
fied by his check of them, 
dren to\come unto me, for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven, . ho 
tthe disciples’ reason was for op= 
i is net recorded: I thought it 





fer little chil- 





















Here I considered the kingdom of heaven 
must intend the kingdom of grace, or of 


Pet first I began with the kingdom of 


and presently saw, that must either 
Ge the invisible church or general assembly 
of the first born, whose names are written 
in heaven, or particular churches constitut- 
ed in gospel order: For I could have nono- 
tion of a national church, under the New 
Testament di tion. Accordingly, I 
brought infants te each of these, endeavour- 
ing to come at the truth. 
ble church, consisting only, as 1 could see, 
of the election’of grace, I thought whether 
all, or who among infants are a part of it, 
could be only known to God ; and this be- 
ing a matter wholly unrevealed, I could not 
see how it could give them a right to bap- 
tism. 

As to particular churches, it did not ap- 
pear that infants were claimed or treated 
as members; nor could I understand their 
capacity for membership, which seemed to 
be founded in the New ‘Testament, on a de- 
clare’ agreement of the saints in principles 
and experience. 

JT then considered the kingdom of glory, 
consisting in the beatific vision, and enjoy- 
ment of God. And here J presently found 
my wishes outrun revelation ; and. in the 
issue was obliged to ave infants to the 
sovereign mercy of him who is the judge of 
the earth, and will do nothing but what is 
right, Nor could I see on the supposition 


. 


oi their being all admitted to that kingdom, | gre 


of whicli LT eould find no scripture assurance, 
that their right to baptism was evinced, 
without a special order from the Lawgiver 
of the church, or some necessary connexion 
between that ordinance and eternal life. 

Musing on these things, I looked a little 
farther, and soon found the difficulty remov- 
ed, and the expression cleared—“ Of such 
is the kingdom of heaven:” that is, as our 
Lord adds, “ Verily, I say unto you, who- 
ever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, he shall not enter therein ;” 
or, as Luke has it, “ in nowise enter therein.” 

ft now appeared that our Lord was 
speaking of the temper, and not merely of 
the persons of children; and what greatly 
confirmed me was a parallel passage, Matt. 
xviii. 2, 3. Jesus called a little child, and 
set him in the midst of them, and said, 
Verily I say unto you, except ye be convert- 
ed, and become as little children, ye shall 
not eter into the kingdom of heaven. And 
adds, “ whosoever, therefore, shall humble 
himsclf as this littke child, the same is the 
greatest in the Kingdom of heaven. And 
whoso shall receive one such little child in 
my name, receiveth me. But whoso shall 
offend one of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for him that a mill- 
stone were hanged about his neck, and that 
he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” 

Here I compared the expressions of re- 
ceiving Christ, and receiving one of these 
little ones, making profession of his name, 
and these little ones believing in him, with 
the dreadful nature of the threatening in of- 
fending them; and I could not see how 
these could be applicable to mere infants— 
but-were all adapted to younger or weaker 
Christians. 

Upon the whole, after the strictest search, 
T could find in these texts nothing relating to 
baptism. Nor could I help thinking, had it 
been the intention of our Lord that infants 
should be baptized, he would have omitted 
the practice, or some discourse about it, on 
occasions which seenied'so naturally to lead 
him to it. 

Failing ofmy hoped for discovery of infant 
baptism here, I hastened to the commission 
recorded Matthew xxviii. 18, 19, 20. com- 
pared with Mark xvi. 15, 16, 

“ All power is given to me in heaven and 
in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all na- 
tiéns, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things, 
: whatsoever | have commanded you: And 
lo, 1 am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” 

Struck with the supreme authority of a 
risen Jesus, 1 concluded from the solemnity 
of the introduction it must be a very hein- 
ous affent, to add, altar, or take away from 
the sacred commandments. And with a 
mind, 1 trust, possessed with reverence of 
his majesty, 1 entered into a meditation on 
the precept. Here I found the persons 
charged with the commission were the 
apostles; who, notwithstanding the emi- 
nence of their character, and peculiars .of 
their after unction; were not to make, but 
publish and explain thelaws of Christ. That 
and only that which they received of the 
Lord, were they to declare to the church, 
And from the nature of the duty enjoined, 
and reach of the promise, even to the end of 
the world, I judged all Gospel ministers to 
be included in the commission. 

The duty enjoined, or service to be per- 
formed, was to teach and baptize. Or, asI 
understand it, to make disciples by teaching 
—for 1 could not think of any other way— 
and then to baptize them. 

The subjects of instruction and baptism, 
were all nations; or, as Mark has it, all the 
4 world, and every creature, Gentiles as well 
a as Jews; not every individual, for the ab- 
4 surdity of that was most glaring ; but such 
as were capable of receiving the doctrine, 
and making a profession of it, in order to 
baptism. ihe time of baptizing, according 

to the evangelist Mark, seemed to be when 
they believed; or as Matthew has it, when 
they were taught, or made disciples. And 
the manner in which, when I considered the 
principal, most common, and natura! sense 

Hevea word baptism, with the use of it in 

— John’s baptism, appeared to me by immer- 
sion. . And I was the more confirmed in 
7s this, from John’s choosing a place to bap- 
‘tize in, where there was much water, John 
fii. 23. 1 tried, and tried again, to bring in 
nts under the  deesey 
tions ; but Mark’s believeth and is ba/itized, 
with Matthew’s teaching them to observe 
‘whatsoever I have commanded you, obliged 
me to conclude it must be dto the 
adult. 
~ "Thus far the balance seemed to be on the 
side of the Antipedobaptists; but having 
determined when I set out to examine the 
whole evidence, I pursued the inquiry, and 

ng tho ly satisfied that the apostles 
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As to the invisi-| 






ed, both bac 3 and Christ.” In to gfe 
rts the the person crucified, he 
was Lord ali, and them directly 
with his murder; they had crucified, or 
with wicked hands had slain him. : 

The effett was, “ They were pricked in 
the heart, and cried out, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do? Upon which Peter said 
unto them, Repent, and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, For the pro- 
mise is unto you, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.” It is added, ver. 
41. “Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized, and the same day 
were added to them about three thousand 
souls. And they continued in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.” And ver. 44, “ All 
that believed were together, and had all 
things in common,”. &c. 

Here I observed how Peter understood 
his commission ; he began with preaching 
or teaching—waiting for the success of his 
labour. Nor did I find a word of baptism, 
till they were pricked in their hearts ; then, 
indeed, and not before, he says, repent and 
be baptized, inthe name of the Lord Jesus ; 
which I understood after this manner: If 
you are indeed grieved and ashimed of your 
conduct towards this Jesus whom you have 
crucified : if you are convinced by the Spi- 
rit of God, he is the promised Messiah, the 
at Redeemer, and King of his church, 
and have a fiducial dependence on him for 
salvation; then you are baptized in his 
name, and may hope for a comfortabie evi- 
dence in your baptism, of the remission of 
your sins, and that you shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. And for their en- 
couragement he adds, “for the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call.” 

Now I thought the evidence of children’s 
right to baptism began to open, especially 
asI had often heard this verse mentioned 
as an incontestible proof of it. But being 
willing to see with mine own eyes, I con- 
sidered what this promise might be: the 
text indeed I found, if not wholly silent, yet 
not directly expressive ; but, on close re- 
flection, I thought it must be either—The 
great promise of the Messiah, as the seed of 
Abraham, in whom all nations should be 
blessed ; or, of the remission of sins for his 
sake ; or of the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Accordingly, I brought infants to ¢ach of 
these ; and presently saw as to the first, 
the great honour which was done to the 
Jews and their offspring, that Christ should 
be allied to them according to the flesh ; but 
found. no rcason to conclude, that all Abra- 
ham’s natural children, were the children 
of the promise, as to the spiritual part of it ; 
ngr could I see how the general promise of 
the Messiah, as the seed of Abraham, could 
give them a right to baptism, if impenitent 
and uncalled, any more than the Geutiles, 
or those afar off. 

As to the promise of the remission of sins, 
I saw not how this could be claimed, but 
by delievers. And as to the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, if it was of the same kind with what 
had been lately poured out on the apostles, 
the thing spoke for itself; there was. no 
room to expect it in a state of infancy. 

By children, then, I apprehended, must be 
meant their offspring, when called; and 
then I could easily apply the promise to 
them, in.any or all of the foregoing senses. 
Upon the whole, I tound, Peter preached, 
—the people repented, and gladly receiv- 
ed the word—were baptized—added to the 
church—and walked in fellowship ;—and 
encouragement was given to their offspring, 
that, with the same ezjerience, or when 
called, they might look for the same privi- 


leges. 
I could not but think, had the apostle in- 


tended to express their right, as infants, to 


baptism, it was strange, very strange, that 
no notice should be taken, either then or 
afterwards, of the administration of it. 

The next account of baptism I met with, 
was Acts viii, 12. ‘* But when they believ- 
ed Philip, preaching the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus, 
they were baptized, both men and wo- 
men.” 


Here I found the evangelist agree with 
the apostle, and both keeping close to the 
commission. Philip degins with preaching 
the gospel, “‘ or the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name of Christ,” 
—the people believed—and when they did 
so, and not defore, he baptized them. And 
they are said to be men and women; a 
phrase I took to be expressive of the extent 
and limitation of the ordinance ; not men 
only, but men and women ; not men, women 
and children, but men and women on7/y. 
And, indeed, I thought it could not be 
otherwise, if a personal faith, and a frofes- 
sion of it, were prerequisite to baptism.— 
And these I found were insisted on by this 
evangelist, in the case of the eunuch, re- 
corded in the same chapter: the account of 
which stands thus; verses 26, 27, 28, 
&e. 

“The angel of the Lord spoke unto 
Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the 
south, &c, And he arose and went; and 
behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch, &c. 
had come to Jerusalem for to worship, was 
returning ; and sitting in his chariot, read 
Esaias the prophet. Then the Spirit said 
unto Philip, go near and join thyself to this 
chariot. And Philip ran thither to him, and 
heard him. read the prophet Esaias, and 
said, understandest thou what thou readest ? 
And he said, how can I, except some man 
should guide me? And he desired Philip 
that he would come up and sit with him.— 
The place of the scripture which he read 
was this, He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter, &c. The eunuch answered 
Philip and said, I pray thee of whom spake 
the prophet this, &c. ‘Then Philip opened 
his mouth, and at the same Scripture, 
and ed unto him Jesus. And as they 
went on their way, they came toa certain 
water; and the eunuch said, See, here is 
water, what doth hinder me to be baptized? 
And Philip said, if thou believest with all 





thine heart, thou mayest. And he answer-| 
ed and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son And he commanded. the 

riot still : and they went down 
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MISSION IN CEYLON,—=PANDITERIPO. 
Journal of Dr- Scudder. 


Jan. 20,1821. Préached three times to 
day on the subject of idolatry. At Mather- 
kel I began my discourse by telling the 
people, that I saw many cocoa nuts on my 
way, and asked them if they worshipped 
cocoa nuts, They answered in the nega- 
tive: to worship cocoa nuts was folly. I 
asked them, why they worshipped pieces 
of wood or stone. A man, who formerly 
opposed me, hung down his head, and could 
make no reply. Another pleaded custom 
as a reason for their worship. 

25. This afternoon, while labouring 
among the people, a man told me, that I 
worshipped 3 This opinion has prob- 
ably obtained, in consequence of their hav- 
ing seen books used in the courts of justice, 
or by us inour preaching. My interpreter 
has informed me, that a number of igno- 
rant people believe this. 

Tour of Usefulness. 

Point Pedro, June9. On Tuesday morn- 
ing last, in company with Mr. Koch, three 
of my boys, (Griffin, Gautier, and Willis,) 
my interpreter and his cook, together with 
four coolies,* I Set out from Panditeripo, to. 
come to this place.’ We reached Copay, 
four ‘or five miles from Codooville, about 
nine or ten o’clock, and being much fatigued 
we stopped several hours to rest in an 
uninhabited house at that place. In the af- 
ternoon, we separated into three companies, 
and went out among the people, to sow the 
}seed ofthe word. Wedistributed 40 tracts, 
and nine short scripture extracts} among 
them. In the evening went to Poctoer, 
about five miles farther. We arrived about 
eight o’clock. While walking by moon- 
light, it was a sweet reflection, that I was 
engaged in a work, which had the approba- 
tion of my God. O, how thankful should I 
feel to the great Head of the church for 
calling me to labour among the heathen! I 
trust I envy not those who dwell in palaces ; 
l envy not those who are settled in parishes 
athome. It shall be my joy to spend and 
be spent among the heathen. 


10. How delightful the privilege to Ja- 
bour for Christ! O that the consideration 
that I am permitted to engage in this bles- 
sed work, might induce me to live near my 
God, and devote myself unreservedly to his 
service. I long for more zeal; more of the 
Spirit of Him who loved and who died for 
me; more of the earnestness of spirit in 
prayer, which Moses and Jacob and Daniel 
iad. Prayer is one of the most powerful 
engines, which can be used in destroying 
the kingdom of ‘the God of this world. 
Without it, we shalllabour in vain. With- 
out it, Missionary Societies will send forth 
heralds of the cross in vain. Without it, 
those, who contribute of their substance to 
send the Gospel to the heathen, will con- 
tribute in vain. One great reason, perhaps, 
why so few heathen are gathered into the 
fold of Christ, is betause the people of God 
plead no more with him, in their closets 
and in the social Circle, for his blessing. 
Christians may expect, that, because they 
have made great exertions in sending many 
missionaries to the heathen, hundreds and 
thousands of conversions will take place. 
But God, who seetl not as man seeth, will 
frown upon all their doings, unless their ex- 
ertions are accompanied with earnest 
prayer. 

11. Set off from Point Pedro this morn- 
ing, and reached Warrenie at a quarter 
past ten o’clock. The distance is about 
eight miles. Asthe people at Point Pedro 
are situated where the Gospel is preached, 
and as I had but few tracts left, we distri- 
buted none of consequence until we came 
into this district, where the voice of the 
ambassadors of the Prince of Peace is sel- 
dom heard. In consequence of having so 
few tracts, Mr. Koch, my interpreter, and 
myself, have been busily engaged to-day in 
writing the plan of Salvation on the biank 
leaf ot the scripture extracts, with which 
I am now, through the kindness of Mr. 
Mooyart and Mr. Bott, well supplied. On 
my way here, I stopped to address a num- 
ber of young women, who were on their way 
to the Bazar, with their cocoa nuts for sale. 
Gautier, one of my boys, stopped at another 
place and addressed a number of women. 

e€ communicates religious truths with 
great facility. 

12. At Eledoematual we distributed 27 
scripture extracts and 14 tracts» At five 
o’clock we set out for Mogomale, and pass- 
ed through a dreary jungle inhabited by 
wild beasts, elephants, tigers, wolves, and 
other animals. With the exception of one 
or two jackalls; we saw no wild animals. 
They had a strict charge from our Divine 
convoy not to injure us. ‘The sand in the 
jungle was exceedingly heavy, and it was 
nearly dark when we arrived at the house 
of the maniagar,,.. 

13. Set off for Catchay, where I arrived 
after a very unpleasant walk the greater 
part of the way through jungle and sand. 
Here and there in the jungle we found a 
house ; for the poor people will inhabit even 
the haunts of wild beasts. Their houses 
are guarded by a hedge. . The animals most 
to be dreaded, are the elephants, whose 
strength is such, that they throw down co- 
coa nut end palmyra trees, sometimes prov- 
ing destructive of life. We passed some 
trees yesterday, which they probably had 
prostrated. We dined under a large tree, 
near the place where the old church stood, 
and in the afternoon set out again to visit 
the people. 

19, Arrived home last evening, rejoicing 
in the goodness of God, who has restored 
me, in good health, to my family. j 

The whole number of scripture extracts 
which we distributed, were 332, together 
with about 550 tracts. The word of life is 
now in the hands of many a and im- 
mortal souls. What is to be the result, is 
known only to Infinite Wisdom. 
that I had no more of these li 
gers of truth i 
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Some, to whom tracts were offered, were 
afraid to receive them, thi they were 
some order of ent. rom 12 to 
15,000 short tracts can be written for 100 





however, more desirable, and large funds 


are needed to that variety, which we 

gags ih eh me» ng xg 
During my journey, I was dd very 

kindly by skal the natives. With two 


exceptions, they would receive no compen- 
sation for the little comforts, with which we 
were supplied. 

Catholics. 


Sept. 17. I feel great encouragement to 
labour among the Catholics. I went yes- 
terday tothe house of a young Catholic at 
Chillallee, who had previously been very 
attentive to what I had said to him. I took 
the first part of the New ‘Festament with 
me, and had the 19th chapter of John read} 
tohim. He afterwarcis followed me from 
place to place, and was joined by another 
young man, who also was attentive to what 

had said.. One of them asked, whether a 
person who went to hell, could not get out 
after ten years. I have lately had some 
Scripture extracts written upon the olla, 
and send out my boys to read them to the 
Catholics. These extracts are taken from 
three of the PE a and give a particu- 
lar description of the sufferings and death 
‘of Christ. 


A Second Tour. 


28. On Saturday afternoon, in company 
with Mr. Koch, three of my boys, (Gautier, 
Willis, and Brittan,) my interpreter and 
his cook, together with three coolies, I left 
Panditeripo to visit the islands of Caradive 
and Uratturai. We reached Caradive 
about half an hour before sunset, and find- 
ing we could reach Uratturai that night, I 
determined to spend the Sabbath there. 

The cholera has lately raged in this is]- 
and, and, among others, two Catholics have 
died who had heard the Gospel preached 
by me. One of them was formerly a pa- 
tient of mine. He staid at Panditeripo some 
time. The other was one of five Catholics, 
who attended church in August. 1 am not 
without the hope, that he has gone to a bet- 
ter world. The day before he died, (as his 
nephew informed me,) he particularly 
spoke about the interview he had with me 
on that day, and of the kind treatment he 
received from me. He spoke about my con- 
Varsation with him, and wished that his son 
might be sent to learn English with me. 
His nephew told me, that he repented of 
his sins, and gave his soul to Jesus, and said 
that he was going to glory. I am gratified 
to think, that he had remembered what I 
had said to him. I learn from this, the im- 
portance of sowing the seed of the word. 
We know not but that some of the poor 
heathen, who hear about the only Saviour, 
may, in their dying hours, remember what 
we have told them, look to Jesus and be 
saved. Mr. Koch spent a very pleasing 
afternoon among the Catholics. hey seem- 
ed anxious to hear what he had to say. 
Many followed him (the greater part of 
whom were women,) from one corner of 
the street to another, in groupes of forty or 
fifty, and seemed attentive to what was 
said. All, to whom he gave tracts and 
scripture extracts, received them thankful- 
ly, and promised to read them with atten- 
tion. 


On Monday morning, we continued our 
visits from house to house, and distributed 
tracts and books among the people. Little 
did I imagine, that I should meet with so 
much success among the Catholics. I dis- 
ributed about eighty Catholic tracts. 


Provision for the Circulation of the Scrip- 
tures. 


Oct.8. I rejoice to say, that, at a meeting 
of the Bible Society at Jaffnapatam this 
morning, a resolution was passed, to request 
the Colombo Bible Society to print 4,000 
copies of the Gospel of St. Luke for the ‘T'a- 
mul district. The children of God, who 
contribute to the support of the several mis- 
sions in this place, will rejoice, that we 
have the prospect of distributing so many co- 
pies of such an important part of the word 
of life among the people. We also expect 
to have 24,000 scripture extracts published 
soon by the same Society. A Bible Associ- 
ation has been formed among the natives, 
which bids fair to be useful. ‘The magis- 
trate at Mallagum, G. H. Speldewinde, Esq. 
has lately been making exertions to form 
another similar association. 

Nov.17. To-day I went to Mallagum 
to attend the formation of a Bible Associa- 
tion among the natives. A number of re- 
spectable native men were present. There 
are now three institutions of this kind in 
the Tamul district, One at Mallagum, one 
at Jaffhapatam, and one at Ponnoreen. 
Several of my boys have become subscri- 
bers. They earn the amount of their sub- 
scriptions, which is above two cents a month, 
by writing tracts. A gentleman from Den- 
mark, who previously to his coming here, 
had travelled from that place to Calcutta 
by land, was present. He made a dona- 
tion of twenty rix dollars to the Society. 
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Spain. —The latest arrivals from Europe 
furnish inteiligence which leaves very little 
hope of success for the cause of Liberty in 
Spain. Another leader, General Morillo, 
has abandoned the Constitutionalists, and 
joined the French with 3000 of his troops, 
On the 26th of June and ist of July, he is- 
sued proclamations to his s and to the 

ople stating that he does not acknow- 
ledge the Regency nominated at Seville on 
e 11th of June, Cadiz was blockaded by 
sea and land. The naval force consists of 


er, and 1-gun boat. [t is generally reported 
that the city is well supplied with provi- 


sions, and that no to relax de- 
ensive measures had been indicated by the 
people, or the ers. Martial law 


: 7 pe 


was proclaimed on the 10th of J 


j| Cortes met daily. The king, it is said, has} 
jtaken up his quarters with 


e Cortes, and 
from France, 
have been 


| “Phe London Courier, of July 2d’ says, 
“ We know that the Constitutionalists have 
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es have been taken off, and yet the Reve- 
nue is on the increase—-a dehcient Consoli- 
dated Fund, unable to meet the charge upoa 
it, has been converted into an efficient Con- 
solidated Fund, with a surplils of above 

million and a half beyond the charge! Im: 
provement in every branch of the Revenue 
—increasing means, decreasing burthens!” 

In the House of Commons, the Roman 
Catholic Qualification bill (granting the 
electoral franchise to the Roman Catholics 
of England,) was read a third time aod 
passed ; and on the 7th ult. the Irish ho- 
surrection Act passed through a Commit- 
tee of the House of Lords. 

In the: House of Commons, July 7, the 
East India Trade Bill was read a third uae 
and passed. The Reciprocity Duties Sil, 
passed the House of Commons on the 4ch 
of July, 75 to 15. The Low Merchants 
Bill had also passed. 

Ireland—-The disturbances in Trejand 
are becoming more and more serious and 
alarming. We have the details of several 
affrays before us, (says the Editor of 4 Low 
don paper,) in one of which, between ade- 
tachment of horse, and and a party of ti 
bonmen, two of the former, and their horses 
were killed, and of the latter, eleven were Higpoee 
killed and several wounded. Bs ever heard of. Soon afte 

Duchy of Brunswick.—According to a vi) young man, by the name 
decree of the king of England, the Kegen- Dsind stiehe wee c 
cy of the Duchy of Brunswick, is t0 cease Be lic bree us Pag), 
on the 30th of Octover, and the gover fetid. His zeal at the com 
ment given into the hands ot Prince Varies, work was very great. 
the reigning Duke. This arrangement, t's business to visit the ro 
believed, will ot highly gratifying to the S students, to comfort and 
inhabitants of Brunswick. : ‘ 

Codenabienckansats from. Caraccas com- wn mm: he meee ee 
municate the interesting intelligence, tat ++ away to Bias Master. 
Mr. Tod, our Charge a’ Aifaires at Bogota, Hptice has been the means of 
has prevailed on the government (0.000!) Hittal of the most profane in t 
their revenue. laws, by abolishing the anes hthe attention to religion wa 
five per cent. duty hitherto piid oa mp Bae rapidl 5 sale ais 
from the United States, more than Was ?* — ee 
on imports from Europe. We presume Aunistering brother at | 
that Mr. Anderson, our Minister, 1454 Gina letter to his friend i 

a account of the state 
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F and 122 feet wide, containing 
Hn feet of square timber, besides 
oe of boards, estimated to be worth 
PY 39,000 dollars. Part of it had 
a ‘Albany and Poughkeepsie, and 
ye 2 as going to New-York 
; et. The raft was navigated 
and-had on board a house, well 

‘Ee their comfort, and a_ barn, 
horse and carriage. This tim- 

mr) heen cut to the east of Onion 
gate of Vermont, floated down 
pie ‘, canal, and was embodied at 
a 4 jn the great mass above stated. 

Mint Academy.—From an official 
it appears that the number of 

am jyated from the Military Acad- 
jest Point, amounts to 324, who 
ved Commissions since the first 
et of the Academy, in June, 
aaly 1822, inclusive. Nine of this 
4 oben killed in battle, twenty- 
ap ‘4 the. service, and ninety- 
a resigned or been disbanded. One 
o" ninety-five have entered the 
oa ind only three the Civil 


ry 


service, 20 


sation to Canada—T he British go- 
ee cgntinues its arrangements to pro- 
‘ration to Upper Canada, on as 
gale as possible. The Quebec Mer- 
#8 jp pursuance of this object, Mr. 
Bobinson, (brother to the Attorney 
githat province,) has lately visited 
4 for the purpose of conducting out 
of settlers, who. are now probably 
ppassace- PY 
iy Fever —We are rejoiced to learn 
case of this malignant disease has 
Snarted’ in New-York, but the one 
ed in our last; and that even this 
E sofa very uncertain type. In New 
4 we regret to state, several cases 
curred ; and, according to the last 
. fears were entertained there that 
gent season would prove to be very 
‘he other large cities, in which 
| diserse has occasionally appeared, 
poresennt free from it. We hope they 
continue. 
i—The brig President, arrived at 
fron Trinidad de Cuba, spoke on 
boi August, two of Commodore Por- 
madron, the Fox and Weasel, bound 
West, all in good health. ‘hey 
igen just to west ward of the Moro, and 
wt morning captured a schooner of 
150 tons, said to be from Tampico 
i) Havana; she had fired into the 
el, and for this reason the commander 
vd he was taking her to Key West, 
mmipation. She had 30 men on board, 
ried alarge gun upon a pivot. 
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REVIVALS. 

te Collere at Cannonsburg, Penn- 
we learn that a most power- 
nk of Grace has commenced. It 
it discovered at a communion sea- 
hich was held about eight weeks 
wlhas been more. powerful in its 
ints, in some instances, than. any we 
ferheard of. Soon after it began, 
‘young man, by the name of Moore, 
heuished scholar, was called from 
rid. His zeal at the commencement 
work was very great. He made 
business to visit the rooms of the 
students, to comfort and pray with 
But in the midst of this zeal he 
a! away to his Master. This pro- 
thas been the means of awakening 
tofthe most profane in the college ; 
attention to religion was increasing 
mpidly among the students. 

Muistering brother at Laurel Hill, 
aletter to his friend in this city, 
% account of the state of religion 
e vicinity. The Springhill Baptist 
thas been favoured, for more than 
ats With an almost continual revival. 
ssnumber have been converted ,and 
the church. He remarks that 
Piren are affectionately harmonious 
wt and other efforts for the spread of 
ical light and truth. The females 
Med a Missionary Society, and meet 
ifr prayer and religious conversa- 
Even children voluntarily contribute 
Mes for the benefit of heathen youth. 
“4sthat a spirit of charity and un- 
"Sebevolence prevails among them, 


ifdiffused among all the. churches, 


thder the task very easy to collect 
for sending the gospel of peace 
ion to the benighted regions of 
*30 miles from Laurel Hill, near 
Islands and on the Big Pedee, 

i county, a Baptist church has 
7 °€en constituted, a large and com- 
* place of worship built, and two 
“Y Societies formed. The Lord 
“pleased to pour out his Spirit there, 
. Tél, upon a profession of faith, have 
 €¢ and united to the church. 
#7 of Missions is rapidly increasing 


, Svoared region. 


SOLUMBIA ASSOCIATION. — 
Columbia Association held. its/an 
v6 last week, at Rock, Hill, Staf- 
MY, Virginia. The Rev, Robert 
preached the introductory sermon 
4 Xt 14. The churches were 

“ety well representedy-and. the 
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whole business was transacted with great 
unanimity and affection. Ten~ sermons 
were preached at the stand: by different 
brethren, most of which were heard with 
attention and apparent seriousness, The 
weather was cool and exceedingly pleasant 
during the whole session. The crowd of 
people waslarge and respectable; and it 
should be told to the honour of the church 
and friends at Rock Hill, that notwithstand- 
ing the multitude of people, white and 
coloured, unusual order and decorum, with- 
out exception, were preserved. May the 
Lord greatly bless that people, and grant 
them a revival of His own work. 


MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 

On Saturday, the 31st of May last, dele- 
gates from six auxiliary Societies met at 
the Great Crossing, Kentucky. The Rev. 
James Fishback preached an introductory 
sermon from Psalm lxviii. 11. The same 
gentleman was appointed chairman. A 
constitution. was adopted, of which the 
first article is as follows:—‘“ This Society 
shall hereafter be known and called by the 
name of the Baptist Missionary Associa- 
tion of Kentucky, for diffusing the blessings 
of civilization and religion, and for other 
benevolent purposes.”” The Association is 
to be wholly composed of delegates from 
Auxiliary Societies that may be formed 
in that state. Each Society, in order to en- 
title it to representation, is required to pay 
annually the sum of ten dollars. The an- 
nual meeting is on the last Saturday of 
May. 


MODERN IMPROVEMENTS. 


*““T have often wished,” says an eminent 
writer of the present century, “that I had 
it in my power to exhibit to the sages and 
heroes of ancient times, some of those im- 
provements which, though familiar to, and 
little thought of by ws, could net fail of 
surprising and delighting minds like theirs. 
I would give to Aristotle the electric shock. 
1 would carry Alexander the Great to the 
explosion of a battery, and the evolutions 
of a modern battalion. I would show to 
Julius Cesar, the invader of the daréarous 
Britons, an English man of war; to Archi- 
medes, a fire engine, (or steam-boat ;) and 
to Pythagoras a reflecting telescope.” 


PROGRESS OF SCIENCE, 


A French journal recapitulates, as fol- 
lows, the advantages derived to science by 
the late British voyages of discovery in 
the Arctic seas. 1.. That the continent of 
America is not so extensive as has been 
commonly supposed towards the North 
Pole. 2. That its northern coast, though 
at present inaccessible, lies under parallels 
less elevated than those of the Asiatic 
coast in general, and exceed only by a few 
degrees the latitudes in the north of Europe. 
3. That Baffin’s Bay, as it is called, is not 
properly a Bay, but forms part of the 
Arctic ocean, communicating with it by 
Lancaster Strait. 4. That Greenland is 
not conjoined with the Arctic countries of 
North America, but forms an immense 
Island, or rather a sixth continent (Austral- 
asia being the fifth ) from the extremity 
of the great headland which it projects, 
between Europe and America, to New Si- 
beria, which appears to be its furthest 
limits. 5. That admitting this, if must be 
frozen land, ard not the Hyperborean Ocean 
which fills the 80th degree of latitude and 
the north pole. 6. That combining the re- 
sult of the Polar expeditions with Russian 
discoveries, there is reason to conclude, 
that this Arctic continent has been origi- 
nally subject to the same geological laws as 
the other great divisions of the globe ; its 
configuration, it would appear, is similar ; 
its greatest breadth being in the northern 
part, as in the five other continents, One 
advantage to navigation has already resuit- 
ed from. certain passages discovered by 
Captain Parry; the whale fisheries have 
ventured as far as Lancaster Straits, and re- 
turned with rich cargoes. 


PEACE SOCIETIES, 


We are well aware that the objects of 
Peace Societies are not so generally under- 
stood as they ought to be, to ensure their 
due encouragement. Multitudes of our 
citizens have heard little more of them 
than their name. The subject requires dis- 
cussion, and more thorough explanation, in 
order that the principles of these pacific 
associations may be better known and ap- 
preciated. The queries of our correspon- 
dent “ H,” are such as we know to exist in 
the minds of many, in different parts of the 
Union. They are therefore important, and 
demand answers. We hope “some mem- 
ber of a peace Society” will condescend to 
comply with the request of “‘ H,” and satis- 
fy, not only him, but hundreds of others, 
who possess principles no less pacific than 
themselves, and who would be ready to aid 
them in their laudable object, as soon as 
they could be convinced of its propriety 
and utility. 

Notices of “ Peace Societies” in the Star 
have truly been “attended with some encomi- 
ums.” But these were not lavished gratui- 
tously onaccount of the term being imposing 
or its sound charming tothe ear. We gave 
them from .a conyiction, that the object 
of these respectable bodies is good and 
laudable. We never conceived that they 
would teach us, as individuals, to endure 
with passive timidity the insults and at- 
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citizens, to plunder our commerce, or de- 
predate our territories. But as in all quar- 
rels and wars, one party is always the ag- 
gressor, while the other acts on the defen- 
sive, they would inculcate the sentiment, 
that aggression is, in every instance, un- 
necessary and improper. “When aggression 
ceases, defence will be unnecessary, 
and consequently wars and tumults will 
cease. Such a period we all expect ; there- 
fore, every association, political or religious, 
which labours with lawful means to bring 
forward that era, and to stanch the effu- 
sion of human blood, we deem it our duty 
and pleasure to patronize. . 


For the Columbian Star. 


I have observed in several numbers of 
the Star, notices of * Peace Societies,” at- 
tended with some encomiums. Peace Soci- 
eties !—-The very sound charms the ear, 
and warms the heart.* The term is so im- 
posing, one would think the great body of 
mankind would immediately rally to that 
standard. 

But. I am not certain that I fully under- 
stand the phrase. If it only means full and 
prompt rejection of all offensive warfare ; 
and a desire for, and a “following after 
peace with all men;” and an admission of 
defensive war only, then I conclude that 
the Congress of the United States, all our 
State Legislatures, and ewery corporate 
body, both civil and religious, is a Peace So- 
ciety ; for it is the policy of this govern- 
ment in all its departments, to manage all 
its concerns * amicably if we can, forcibly 
if we must:” and, if possible, to settle all 
controversies without the sword. Thus, when 
our national rights have been invaded and 
trampled on, our government has negociat- 
ed, and borne it, even unto long suffering, 
before they would resort to the sword. 

But if, by ‘* Peace Societies,” we are to 
understand certain combinations of men, 
who by freceft and example, renounce all 
sanguinary, warfare, “in all cases whatso- 
ever,” thenI have my doubts respecting 
their utility in this day and age of the 
world. 

That men are depraved,—that their de- 
pravity powerfully excites them to every 
social evil, even to blood, carnage and plun- 
der, needs no other proof than for a man 
to open his eyes, and look about him. That 
these corrupt propensities are irritated into 
exercise by the warfare of government 
against them, and that if government would 
not punish, the people would cease to of- 
fend, can never be pleaded by people of 
intelligence and candour. Neither can it be 
justly said, that in this day of scientific, 
civil and religious light and liberty, people 
will not commit capital crimes. The con- 
trary is announced in some. form, in almost 
every newspaper. 

In cases of flagrant violation of the 
public peace and safety, what shall be 
done? To tolerate such offences would be 
to open the flood-gates of crime and. ruin, 
which would overwhelm society at once. 
For the prowling marauder only seeks to 
find a prize in a defenceless hand; and if 
no blood may be shed in any case, then 
all hands are defenceless; for ten armed 
men might put ten thousand unarmed men 
to flight, and take what booty they please. 
A- few piratical vessels might ruin the com- 
merce of nations, In this case, every ship 
would be a prize, and invite aggression ; 
and every sea-port ‘would furnish cargoes 
for all their ships. Indeed, a few pirates 
(not more than have of late appeared) might 
select any city on earth, and destroy or ex 
pel the inhabitants, and make it the empo- 
rium of the riches -of the world. That 
there are now vicious men enough to car- 
ry all this into effect, if not awed and re- 
strained by government, is so plain, that 
any laboured argument in proof of the sub- 
ject, would be a mere waste of time. 

The question still remains, what shall be 
done with those pests of society, those de- 
stroyers of the world? Shall they be suf- 
fered to go on, and depredate the earth ? 
Should this become the general sentiment, 
then no man is safe,—no woman is safe. 
There would be no more security for per- 
son or property any where. | If it be repli- 
ed, ** But we will take them, and confine 
them in-State prisons.” Still the point is 
not settled. ‘The question after all remains, 
who will take them, and put them in pri- 
son? What if they should not be willing 
to resign themselves, tamely, to the sons of 
freace, and go to prison? What if they 
should prefer their liberty, their easy, and 
luxurious, and criminal mode of living, and 
resolve to resist, and defend themselves to 
the last? ‘Should governments t the 
peaceful experiment for a short time, I think 
the world would soon. be convinced that 
“the sons of Belial cannot be taken with 
hands, and that the man who shall ap- 
proach them must be fenced with iron.” 

And vow if all sanguinary warfare is to 
be abolished, then I would ask the following 
questions. ate 

1. How shall we collect debts; if the 
debtor should resist the proper officer ? 

2. How shall we arrest thieves, hordes 
of robbers, or combinations of pirates in case 
of resistance ? 

3. How shall we take murderers, and 
bring them to justice, should they. resist the 
lawful authority ? 

4. What shall be done in-case of actual 
invasion, when men, women, and children, 
lie bleeding under the murdering tomahawk 
and scalping knife, and their houses wrapt 
in flames ? 

5. How shall the ruler, as God’s minister 
and revenger, bear the sword so as to be a 
terror to evil doers, and execute wrath wpon 
them ? Rom. xiii. 3, 4. 

An answer to the above queries, from 
some member of a Peace Society, in some 
future number of your Star, would afford 
me much pleasure, and perhaps satisfy the 
community at large. Could the public 
mind be at rest on these important points, 
and should we find that those pacific meas- 
ures would preserve the safety of the world, 
we should all rejoice, and form one grand, 
general Peace Society, and hail the halcyon 
days, when every man may quietly git un- 
der his vine and fruit tree, having none 
to molest, or make him aff 
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Mr. D. A. Borrenstein of New-York, 


ing the Reading of rew, Syriac and 
Arabic Languages with the vowel points. 
By an experienced teacher of the Oriental 
Languages, London.” 

A bookseller of Genoa has-announced for 

ublication, a quarto volume of inedited 

ocuments relative to Columbus, published 
by commiand of the magistrates of Genoa. 

Gazetteer of New-Hampshire by Joun 
Farmer and Jacob B. Moore of Concord. 
The literary character of Mr. Moove, is de- 
servedly gaining high celebrity. 

M’Carty and Davis, printers and book- 
sellers, 204 Market street, Philadelphia, 
respectfully announce tothe public, that it 
is their intention to stereotype the “ Holy 
Bible, containing the Old and New Testa- 
ments, with Original Notes, Practical Obser- 


vations, and yee marginal References, | M 


Chronological Tables, &c. from the last 
corrected edition. By Tuomas Scorr. D. D. 
late Rector of Ashton Sanford, Bucks, and 
Chaplain to the Lock Hospital.”” So soon 
as their arrangements are fully made, they 
will lay before the public.a detail of their 
lan. : 

Mr. Bowditch is about to publish a sketch 
of the Portuguese: establishments in Congo, 
Angola, and Benguela, with some account 
of the modern discoveries of the Poutuguese 
in the interior of Angola and Mozambique, 
with a map of the coast and interior. 


Miss Aikin has published a memoir of 
her father, the late John Aikin, M. D. to- 
gether with such a selection of his critical 
essays and miscellaneous papers as have not 
hitherto appeared in acollective form. Im- 
proved editions of several of the most pop- 
ular of Dr. Afkin’s works are, also preparing 
under the care of his family. 

Wn. Griffith Esq. of Burlington, New Jer 
sey, has commenced publishing a work en- 
titled the “ Annual Law Register of the 
United States.” The United States’ Ga- 
zette notices it inthe following manner : 

“It is. a work of real merit and utility, 
borne forward not only by the recommen- 
dation of his acknowledged talents, expe- 
rience and acquirements, but the need 
which exists fora work upon his plan. Its 
principal object is to collect and arrange 
the chief points of jurisprudence, as they 
vary by custom and statute, in the different 
states of the Union. Where so little has 
been done toexemplify the subject by lo- 
cal publications, the task he has taken up- 
on himself is one of devoted labour and assi- 
duity. The current of information, which 
he has been fortunate enough to procure 
and embody, is, in many particulars, mi- 
nute enough to subserve the purpose of de- 
tailed business, whilst it presents valuable 
sketches of general institutions, Very much 
of the matter, which forms his volumes, 
has hitherto been traditional and known on- 
ly to practical and professional men. Even in 
the states, therefore, whose legal practice 
and polity is delineated, the man of business, 
the student and young practitioner will find 
himself assisted with means of reference 
and instruction, not to be elsewhere pro- 
cured in a manner so readily and well de- 
finea.” 

A new periodical publication has appear- 
ed at Paris, entitled, “ L’£ciairer.” It is 
said to breathe a spirit of genuine piety, 
and useful results are anticipated from its 
circulation. Under the head of ** Mosiasme,” 
a part of the work is to be devoted to the 
subject of the Jews. 


In London has lately been published a 
poem of about 1500 lines, entitled “* Zhe 
Island, or Christian and his comrades,” at- 
tributed to Lord Byron. It is built on the 
interesting story of the crew of the Bounty 
who mutinied and took possession of the 
vessel ; and afterwards fixed themselves on 
Pitcairn’s Island, before unknown to Euro- 
peans; where their. descendants, and one of 
their number who survived, were discover- 
ed afew years since. The subject seems 
to us one capable of the highest poetical 
embellishment ; but it appears that the au- 
thor has not made the best use of it; and 
this work, unless by its almost entire free- 
dom from those sentiments by which most 
of his works have been contaminated, will 
not add to his reputation. Indeed, many 
things in it, we should suppose Lord Byron 
could not have written—though we are not 
unmindful of the consideration, “ 4/iguando 
dormitat,”” 

An original mecical work, entitled “ Es- 
says on Fevers and other medical subjects,” 
by Thomas Miner, M. D. and William 
Tully, M. D. has been lately issued from the 
press of Messrs. E. & H. Clark, Middle- 
town, (Conn.) 


MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS, 


The first number of a new periodical 
work has recently been published in this 
City, entitled “ The Washington Quarterly 
Magazine ; Robert Little, editor :” devoted, 

rincipally, to scientific objects and the use- 
Fal arts, avoiding theological and political 
controversy, and presenting. a variety of se- 
lections combining amusement and informa- 
tion. 

Proposals are circulating for B rvsie om 
in this city, under the direction of the Board 
of Managers of the American Colonization 
Society, a monthly magazine, to be entitled 
“The African Repository and Colonial 
Journal.” The price will be $2. per year. 

Proposals have been issued in this City, 
for publishing a new paper, to be called the 
“Washington Patriot.” The editor states 
that he is not pledged to any party, or any 
man, but avows his preference of Mr. 
Adams among the gentlemen who have 
been named as candidates for the Presiden- 
cy. It will be published twice a w 


a week when in session. Price $5 1 
Proposals have been issued for publishin 


EY 
in this city, a semi-weekly new: » to 
be called the “ National ioorent st and, 
during the session of Congress, an extra 
in “ the pro- 
ceedings of the National Legislature, the 
State Papers, &c.” This be called 
“the National Journal Extra.” Price of 
the two, $5 per annum ; of the Extra alone, 
$2. Communications on the subject should 
be addressed to ‘ Davis & Force, Booksel- 


lers, W 


eit Atczandra,D.E, propom re imad 
or publishing a nen” whl Posi 
on strictly re- 
the 





gonsidersbly enlarged by the} § 


during the recess of Congress--three times | f 
rann.} 


St 


h of a neat! rint ‘j ie“ Res 
of acquit y printed paper, entitled The “ Re 


servoir and Public Reflector,”’ published 
Mr. John Magill, in Frbeichinn, rt 
land. It is printed in quarto form, and con 
sists of four pages. Price $1,50 per annum 
From the character of its peliiiber, we 
have no doubt that the “ Reservoir” will 
prove an effective auxilisry to the cause of 
religion ahd morality. 

A weekly paper has lately been com 
menced by Mr. M. Cadwallader, in News 
York. City. It is called “Phe Archives ;” 
is printed m 8vo. form, 16 pages ; price $9 
in advance. 

Another paper, printed weekly, has just 
been commenced in New- York, entitted the 
“ Ne w-York Mirror, and Ladies’ Gazette,” 
edited hy Mr. Samuel Woodworth: Price 
$4 per year. Mr, W. is also the editor, if 
we mistake not, of the “New Jerusalem. 

issionary,” a magazine recently commenc: 
ed under the patronage of the New Jerusa- 
lem Church, to propagate the sentiments of 
Baron Swedenborg. : 

A few numbers of a new publication have 
been issued by William Ray, in Geneva, 
called the “ Miscellaneous Register.” ‘The 
price is $3 per annum. We have not seen 
any of his numbers. The work is noticed 
in favourable terms by some of Mr. R.’s 
literary coadjutors, 

Proposals are issuéd for publishing, in 
Boston, 4 weekly paper, to be devoted ex- 
clusively to the subject of imprisonment 
for debt: it is to be called The Howard 
Gazette,” 


WATERVILLE COLLEGE. 


The annual commencement of Water- 


ville College was celebrated on the 13th 
inst. The exercises were: 


1, Inauguration of Rev. Dr. Chapin, as Pro 
fessor of Divinity. 
2. Salutatory addresses in Latin, dnd an 
English Oration ; Progress of the Arts. 
Elijah Foster. 
3. An Oration; The importance of Com- 
passion in the Ministers of Christ. 
Samuel Everett, © 
(Theological Student.) 
4. An Oration ;. The importance of Popular 
Debates. Henry Paine. 
5. An Ovation; The study of Mineralogy. 
Elijah L. Hamlin, A. B. 


6 The degree of A. B. was conferred on 
Hadley Proctor, Elijah Foster, and Hen 
ry Paine, Alumni; and the degree of A. M. 
was conferred on Elijah L. Hamlin A. B. 
Alumnus of Brown University: followed 
by Baccalaureate Addresses from the 
President. 


7. An Oration; Triumph of Religion and 
Knowledge, and Valedictory Addresses. 
Hadley Proctor. 
The exercises were highly gratifying toa 
large and respectable audience. 


At a meeting of the Corporation in the 
forenoon of the same day, Gov- Parris was 
elected a member of the Board. Eplira- 
im Tripp, A. B. was chosen Tutor, and a 
committee was appointed to elect another, 
who have since made choice of Elijah Fos- 
ter, A. B. 

Henry Paine has been elected Preceptor of 
the Grammar school which is connected with 
the College. 


PHILOLOGICAL. 


We understand that Mr. -Morenas, the 
distinguished traveller, who presented the 
remonstrance agajnst the slave trade to the 
government of France, and who is the au- 
thor of the work entitled the “‘ Casts of In- 
dia,” and has the reputation of a distin- 
age oriental scholar, lately left New- 

rk city, to visit the Indian nations in the 
Western District of the state, and in Upper 
Canada, for the purpose of comparing their 
language with the Sanscrit and Asiatic lan- 
guages. 


From the National Intelligencer. 


The Board of Commissioners for deciding 
on the cases of claims arising under the 4st 
article of the Treaty of Ghent, assembled 
and organized itself, at its rooms on the 
Capitol Hill, on Monday last. The Board 
is composed, on the part of the United 
States, of Mr. Cheves, Commissioner, and 
Mr. Seawell, Arbitrator; on the part of 
Great Britain, of Mr. Jackson, Commis- 
sioner, and Mr. M’Tavish, Arbitrator. 

Mr. James Baker, the acting Consul Gen- 
eral of Great Britain, was chosen Secreta- 
ry to the Board, and Mr. Charles Manly, of 
| Raleigh, North Carolina, was chosen Clerk. 
Mr. Hay, of this city, it wili be recoliect- 
ed, is the Agent appointed to arrange the 
claims, &c. 

On Tuesday, after transacting all the bu- 
siness which could at this time be acted 
upon, the Board adjourned to meet again on 
the 20th day of October next. 

We understand that no decision on the 
average value to be allowed for each slave 
has been made ; and that, of course, the 
definitive list of claims has not yet been sub- 
mitted to the Board. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Peter Randolph, of Misienlagh has_ been 
appointed, by the President of the United _ 
States, to be the District sugges for the Dis- 
trict of Mississippi, vice W. B. Shields, de- 
ceased, 


- A. W, Hamilton has been appointed, by 
the President of the United States, Collec- 
tor of the port of Pensacola, vice Alexan- - 
der Scott, resigned. . 

i . has been 


Congress frigate sailed from Giiieie 4 
tar on the 23d of July for Cadiz, with Mr. ~ 
Nelson, our Minister, on board. Mr. Rod- 
ney was at Gibraltar. 
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was a widow. 


From the Wesleyan Methodist Magezine. 
THE WIDOW OF NAIN: A SKETCH. 


He was an only child : 
And ali the fond affections of her heart, 
A mother’s heart, were fixed to agony — 
On him, her darling. ‘The strong nervous frame, 
The manlv feature, andthe graceful air, 
But most the voice melodious, often drew 
The tear of memory from her fading eye. 
She was a widow—and in these could trace 
The dear resemblance of his father’s form. 
He was her hope; and all of future joy 
She told on earth, did aggregate in bim. 
QO! ‘twas her daily, her delbghtful task, 
To minister his comfort; well repaid 


~ if ke were happy, while her aged breast 


Throbbed with delight, when from his smiling 
hip 

Diouidik in kind accents, filial gratitude. 

His cheek grew pale ; ; 

Save that a crimson blush more delicate 

"Than health’s coarse pencil on the face of youth 

Delineates ever, fiercely kindled there.— 

The mother’s ¢ye saw the deceptive spark, 

Like some adyancing meteor, soon to Igy 

Her hopes in &shes.—Long her aged form 

Bent o’er his wasting frame, in agony 

None but #witlowed mother e’er can know. 
As sinks the crescent moon, in feeble splen- 

dour, 

Yet mild, and lovely ; so he sunk to rest. 

She. gazed in all the silence of despair ; 

Anc when the last faint beam of parting life 

Had passed her eye, a more than midnight 
gloom 

Hung .o’er her soul. They bore him to his grave, 

A lovely victim: many a weeping eye 

Shed kind libations on iis early bier ; 

tn all the racking emphasis of wo, 

The trembling mother followed.—-On they 
passed, 

And soon the lofty gates of Nain unfold, 

As moved the solemn pageant to the tomb. 

Scarcely they closed, when from the bleeding 

» heart 


* @f the lone widow burst a shriek of wo, 


While from her eye a flood of burning tears 

Issue afresh........ 

«s+. What soothing, gentle voice, 

Breaks the sad silence? “Widew, weep no 
more !”” 

She. raised her drooping head; the tender 

- sound 

Seeinid like the filial accents of her child. 

It was the “ Man of Sorrows,” he who felt 

For huinan wretchedness,—so deeply felt, 

That not his life wasdearthat man might live. 

“ Weep not :’—but from her quivering lip, a 
word 

Escaped not, while expressive of despair 

She stiook her hoary hair.—Straight to the bier, 


- In solemur silence, great in conscious power, 
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The Saviour now advanced.—Back to the 
heart 
The wond’ring blood impetuous recoiled, 
And every eye was riveted. They stood 
Gazing ; while, *neath the weight of morbid 
clay 
Inan: mate, their terror-stricken Jimbs 
Shook, like the pendant dew-drops in the 
breeze. 
The Son of God, in all the majesty 
Of power illimitable,—all the zeal 
Of pure benevolence,—sow raised his arins ; 
And as it rested on the moveless bier, 
Flis voice imperative the silence broke,— 
“Young man arise.”— 
a. A deep, responsive groan, 
An undulation of the spreading pall, 
Convulsive motion, and thick breathing sobs, 
Declare the spirit heard its Maker’s voice, 
Heard and obeyed The fainting mother sunk 
Beneath contending passions, whilst her eye, 
Bursting with hope, anxiety, amaze, _ 
Watched every motion, and her listening ear 
Drank every sound she saw the corse awake, 
Cast off the folded cerements of the grave; 
She saw her only, her lamented child, 
Rise, like a midnight spectre, from the’tomb, 
And gaze in wild amazement on the scene. 
She saw that well known eye, she lately closed, 
Restime its brilliancy, she saw it rove 
From form to form,—she saw it rest on her. 
' *?Tis false! tis visionary! madness! vain! 
it cannot be !”? she deems the bliss too great.— 
Mother!’ —she hears the voice, and, starting 
quick, : f ; 
Springs from the earth : again the filial ery 
“My Mother!’ burst upon her ravished ear. 
' She flies to his embrace, she grasps her child, 
No shade delusive; tears of ecstasy 
Relieve her loaded bosom; down they sink 
O’erwhelmed with gratitude, and at His feet, 
Who wrought the deed of mercy, pour their 


praise. : 





~~ 


Miscellany. 








oe To the Exlitor of the Christian Observer. 
-. ‘Though your pages are geperally charac- 
_terized by a preference for what is plainly 
‘revealed in Scripture, and is practical in its 
tendency, above what is doubtful, or, if 
known, would minister chiefly to the indul- 
- gence of curiosity, I would yet tr that 
the following remarks ou Saul’s visit to. the 
witch of Endor (related'1 Sam. xxviii.) are 
not wholly unsuitable to your columns; as 
have for their object the explication of 
a scriptural narrative which has caused 
much perplexity to commentators, and has 
been laid hold of by. sceptics to cast con- 


tempt on the mspired text. A chief diffi- 


-eulty that arises from, the consideration of 
» this narrative, 1s, that there should have ex- 
isted a number of persons who possessed 
the power ot raising the "yrs of the dead ; 
$0 that the peace even of departed saints 
was liable to be interruptedby them. That 
persons afifaréntiy of this description did 
amount toa considerable number, we ma, 
airly infer from ver. 3. Commentators, wit 
remark, @ people acted un- 
cak influence, and raised up, not 


-. the identical spirit. they pretended to in- 





ty, gen- 


ng a 
es 


the earth, and so distinctly as to be able to 
describe beth his person and his cress, yet 
Saul saw him ‘not, but had to refer his in- 
quiries to her in order to ascertain whether 
the spirit raised were the one he wanted. 
Soine commentators, and among these 
Matthew Henry, think that Saul was in 
another apartmefit. Perhaps it may be 
thought, from the latter part of ver. 14, that 
thouzh the vision was not visible to Saul at 
first, yet it became so immediately after the 
answer to his question. Our version does 
indeed say, “ and Saul frerceived that it was 
Samuel ;” but the expression is incautiously 
rendered; the verb in the original is py, 
“he knew ;” that is, he knew him to be 
that prophet, from the description of him 
which the woman had just given. Matthew 
Henry agrees with me, that “Saul was 
not permitted to see any manner of simili- 
tude himself, but must take the woman’s 
word for it,” and only “ perceived that it 
was Samuel by the woman’s description,” 
hisown overheated imagination supplying 
the rest. Frem the practice of this woman, 
we may fairly infer that of the whole class 
of this description of persons. They did 
not in fact raise any apparition ; and though 
they pretended to do so, they did not pre- 
tend to render the alleged apparition visible 
to thase who consulted them. But it will 
be asked, how could the deception be car- 
ried on? how could the inquirer be made 
to imagine that he was conversing with a 
spirit, if it were actually the case that no 
such spirit were preseft? Now it strikes 
me, that were this query put toa person al- 
together unacquainted with the transaction 
in question, and he were desired to account 
for it by a natural cause, he would imme- 
diately reply, that it: might be effected by 
ventriloguism : and though my readers may 
smile at the idea, and think me a little fan- 
ciful in venturing,to urge it, yee that this 
was the actual scurce of these deceptions 
appears to me extremely probable on veve- 
ral grounds; and | thik niy opinion is in 
some measure supported by an examination 
of the original term. 
The Hebrew term by which persons of 
the description of the witch of indor are 
designated, is >yemops, mistresses of 
the sy. The root whence this word is 
derived, signifies “to swell.” Hence its 
meaning of ufer, ‘a bladder,” in Job xxxii. 
16; and Buxtorf quotes Rabbi Aben Ezra 
to show that its signification of Python, 
which he gives it in this passage, and in- 
deed in every other, is naturally derived 
from this meaning, ‘‘ quod ex tumido veh- 
tre quasi ex utre oracula depromeret.” 
Beza, as quoted by Leigh, in the Critica 
Sacra, accounts for its meaning inthe same 
way, and adds, that the “ sptritus immun- 
dus, ex illorum venire, de pretetiris presen- 
tibus et futuris interrogatus, respondeat.” 
But what will, I think, be considered the 
most decisive evidence that this is the ori- 
ginal signification of the word, is, that in 
the Septuagint, with the exception of the 
above-meutioned place in Job, it is univer- 
sally rendered by syyacrpimvbes, ventrilo- 
guus. Now this translation, it must be re- 
collected, was made nearly three centuries 
before Christ, and-ought consequently to 
have great weight, as impostor of this kind 
were then frequent ; and though the trans- 
lators might not have been aware of the 
imposition, but have ascribed the voice to 
the agency of an evil spirit, yet they were 
verfectly capable of describing the manner 
in which it was apparently performed. 
Nor is it an objection peculiar to the 
above explanation, that some supernatural 
and divine power was exerted over the wo- 
mah, supposing such to have been the fact ; 
for this is a difficulty that applies with equal 
force to every other supposition which com- 
mentators have brought forward. None, 
however widely they are disposed to extend 
the limits of infernal agency, dare confer 
on it the power of disturbing the rest of the 
departed saints. It appears however to me, 
that the circumstance may be accounted 
for ina simple and obvious manner, on the 
supposition of Divine interference. The 
woman seems to. Have begun in her usual 
way, pretending to call up the spirit. But 
Providence, if this view be right, had a de- 
sign to accomplish, unknown to her. Ona 
sudden, the appearance of Samuel,was pre- 
sented to her mind’s eye; and so totally 
was she unprepared for this, that ‘she 
cried out with a loud voice,” and being 
possessed with the true spirit of divination, 
instantly recognized Saul under his disguise. 
There would be great harshness and im- 
probability in supposing that the Almighty 
made use of this woman’s supposed ventrilo- 
quism in the conversation which afterwards 
took place. Having turned, if the above 
hypothesis be correct, what she intended 
for a juggle into reality, his infinite power 
might produce the voice, or, if necessary, 
the appearance, of Samuel, in any way. he 
pleased. With that point my argument is 
not necessarily concerned. 
It is not, however, proved after all, that 
supernatural agency, either Divine or 
Bhanic, was employed. It has often been 
falleged, that it is very possible that the 
whole was the cgntrivance of the woman, 
in concert with a confederate—-perhaps 
with one of David’s secret adherents, un- 
known to David—gr one of Saul’s own at- 
tendants, who was averse to his master’s 
measures: that she knew from the first 
who was her visiter ; and that her crying 
out witha loud voice, and her pretending 
suddenly to discover the dignity of Saul, 
were but feints ; and lastly, that the whole 
subsequent prediction, as Matthew Henr 
thinks, was merely a probable maclay Peat 
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or to Saul, had contrived the stratagem ? 
In such a case, the idea of ventriloquism 
is rendered unnecessary. 
Let it not, however, be inferred from the 
preceding remarks, that the existence of 
diabolical influence is intended to be de- 
nied. Far from it; for we have express 
scriptural evidence to prove this influence,— 
in the powers, for instance, displayed by 
the Egyptian magicians. But from this 
very fact, a knowledge of mankind would 
naturally lead us to expect that such pow- 
ers would have many imitators; and all 
that is here contended for is that the sry 
ap>yra. come under this description, whether 
by means of ventriloquism, or by what- 
ever other mode of popular deception. 


MAHOMET. 


The following brief notice of the life and 
conduct of this great impostor, is taken from 
a scarce book, attributed to the Abbe de 
Bouflers, the first edition of which was 
published at Amsterdam, in 1761, It is in- 
tended by him to exhibit the passion of am- 
bition united with a heart that has no feei- 
ings of veneration for truths of the most 
sacred kind; and, in order to attain the 
pinnacle of its wishes, will countenance a 
false representation of religion even to the 
dying hour. The narration is as follows :— 

‘‘ Mahomet was the son of a Pagan and 
a Jewess, both of whom had sprung trow 
the very dregs of the people; their poverty 
prevented them supplying him with an 
education. His childhood was consequently 
neglected, and the only things he in ali 
probability acquired, (the fruits of wretcl- 
edness) were abstemiousness, and vigour of 
body. ‘Thedaily wantsto which the poor 
are subject, ordinarily, leave but little time 
for reflection; cOusequently, there is not 
much food for passions; notwithstanding 
every thing in active minds serves as a 
stimulant to inflame the feelings. A fortu- 
nate circumstance placed Mahomet in a 
rich Arabian merchant’s house, and he 
dying, Mahomet married his widow. By 
this marriage he suddenly became possess- 
or of immense wealth, which his master 
had left. 

“The seeds of ambition with which he 
had been born, sprang up in his heart on 
obtaining this unexpected fortune. At first 
he only proposed to aggrandize himself ; 
but the spirit of conquest having seized him, 
he was chiefly anxious to fulfil this desire: 
however, they both seemed to be worthy 
his pursuit, and he studied every way to 
accomplish his ends, Treason, perfidy, 
murders, sacrilege, apd robbery of every 
description, excited in him no remorse. 
He viewed them only as a greedy conquer- 
or. He trampled upon justice and humani- 
itv, regarding them only as the offspring of 
weak and timid minds, which not being 
capable of great or elevated undertakings, 
are sensible to pity only, because they feel 
how they themselves need support. He 
put himself at the head of a band of robbers, 
by whose aid he ravaged Arabia; the ex- 
pectation of booty increased his banditti, 
and daily his dominion enlarged ; his success 
spread terror around, and very soon he be- 
came master of an immense extent of coun- 
try. But arms alone were not sufficient for 
the preservation of his power, over a people 
whom he had subdued through fear. He 
felt the necessity of adding imposture io 
tyranny, in order to strengthen his empire, 
and he suggested a system of religion that 
assured to him the blind obedience of the 
people whom he had conquered. The tew 
principles he had imbibed when under the 
uifiluence of his parents, ought to have raised 
some remorse when he was contemplating 
the impious part he was about to play ; but 
when ambition is carried to its highest pitch, 
every object is sacrificed to this unbridled 
passion, and even the most sacred things are 
abused, when it is believed they may prove 
instrumental to aggrandizement.” ‘lo 
accomplish his purpose, he employed 
an heretical Jacobite*—a true Nestorian 
Monk, and a Jew, to assist him in writing 
his ‘ Koran’ a most extraordinary compo- 
sition, full of absurd and gublime ideas, 
mixed together without order or method.) 
By this disorder and irregularity, he flat- 
tered himself the divinity of his mission 
would be established. ‘Lhe prophetic en- 
thusiam—the obscurity of his writings— 
their want of connexion—the miracles 
with which this extraordinary compilation 
abounds, produced astonistiment in the vul- 
gar’, and contributed to excite belief in the 
imposition, and presently to a firm reliance 
that the impostor himself was a prophet sent 
from the Most High to declare to man the 
true worship he owed the Deity. The co- 
operators in this imposture might have ex- 
posed it, and ruined all the hopes of this as- 
piring man, and destroyed the very founda- 
tions of this monstrous building, had he 
not soon sacrificed them to his impious | 
ambition; in order to have no witness of 
his infernal plot, he had all those who were 
confidants in his projects, cruelly massa- 
cred. Thus free from any inquietudes on 
that head, he gave full play to every kind 
of excess. His power daily increased ; he 
employed arms, eloquence, and artifice, 
for the purpose of extending his empire ; 
and he carried his imposition so far as to 
pretend that an angel dictated to him the 
oracles of the all powerful under the sem- 
blance of a dove, he having a bird of this 
kind generally upon his der. ‘he 
con ip to which he was subject, contri- 
buted to. increase the belief in his:pretend- 
ed mission. He easily persuaded a credu- 
lous and ignorant people—struck, as it 
pwere, with astonishment and 
at the pretended prodigi 
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despotic power which has produced to 
Mahomet and his successors the riches, the 
lives, and honour of their subjects, or rather 
their slaves, springing merely from the will 
or caprice of the sovereign. The people, 
entirely given up to the pleasures of the 
senses, and plunged in voluptuousness, have 
no other delight than in these enervating 
gratifications ; even death itself is not pain- 
ful to contemplate, since they anticipate 
the possession of celestial beauties here- 
after, if they are obedient to the laws of 
their legislator. ‘This flattering expecta- 
tion, united with a firm belief in predesti- 
nation, gives to them a degree of boldness 
which no other nation possesses. They are 
almost unconguerable. Every thing tended 
to favour the imposition, and Mahomet ne- 

lected no means to secure a belief in his 

octrines, and to render his power unlimi- 
ted. 
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Fromthe New-York Daily Advertiser.. 
CHINESE LIZERATURE. 


A friend has. put into our hands a Quar- 
terly Magagine, published at Malacca, call- 
ed “ The Indo-Chinese Gleaner,” which 
contains many interesting communications 
on the language, history, religion, customs, 
&c. of the Chinese, some of which we 
propose to extract for the amusement ot 
our readers. The imperfect knowledge 
possessed by the world, concerning that 
singular people, serves far more to sharp- 
en our curiosity than to.gratify it. They 
have preserved the same form of govern- 
ment for a greater: length of time than 
any other nation, and still seem as little 
exposed as ever to any fundamental revo- 
lution. They have been acquainted with 
printing and the manufacture of gun-pow- 
der for many ages; and their workmen 
stand unrivalled in some of those arts 
which require a nice touch and a peculiar 
faculty of imitation. But- this is not ali: 
their spoken language is of a similar and 
lifficult description, and, probably, more 
than any other in existence, requires the 
organs of a native to pronounce and to 
comprehend it with accuracy. It is com- 
posed entirely of words of one svllable, and 
of an indistinct pronunciation, which are 
made to express a variety of ideas by the 
most slight and subtile inflections, and pre- 
sent a foreigner with an unusual crowd 
of discouragements. Yet strange as it may 
seem, when all these obstacles are over 
come, and the student is able to converse 
with fluency in Chinese, he has not made 
a single step towards the acquisition of 
the written language of the country, and 
has not even gained a single facility for 
becoming acquainted with a Chinese book 
and the reason of it is, that the two lan- 
guages have not the least relation to each 
other. The written language is not form- 
ed of letters, like those of all nations; 
but the simplest elements to which it is 
possible to reduce it, are themselves the 
signs of ideas, and: by composition, are 
imade to afford a rich and copious language. 
All these symbols, simple and compound, 
have proper names, formed without any 
reference whatever to the objects or ideas 
they expfgss, so that a person acquainted 
with the aig language only, even if he 
were a Cifhitse, would not understand a 
single word of any one reading in a book. 
Their written language is established on 
exactly the same principles that have 
been proposed for the foundation of a 
universal language, and the reasonableness 
of such a project is certainly attested by 
the fact, that individuals from several na- 
tions in the’ neighbourhood of China can 
converse by ‘writing, though neither of 
them can understand a word of what the 
other speaks. 

Among théir books, the Chinese enn- 
merate many voluminous works on almost 
every branch of science and literature, 
written with talents, learning and taste, 
and presenting to the Chinese scholar an 
inexhaustible fund of instfuction and amuse- 
ment. In short, almost every circumstance 
connected with that singular nation excites 
curiosity. They form ah immense em- 
pire, where the government apparently 
extends its power with facility and success 
to every corner, and not only restrains its 
own subjects within such limits as it pre- 
scribes, but excludes foreigners from its 
territories, So self-satisfied are they, that 
they regard the rest of the world with 
the deepest contempt ; and so well supplied 
with the squrces of independence, | that 
they permit foreigners to trade with them 
only on the score of humanity. | Their 
manners, policy, and history, are almost as 
distinct fram those of other nations as if 
they belonged to a different world; and 
such is the masonic silence and mysteri- 
ousness with which they unwarrantably 
treat their fellow men, that but for the 
laborious research of a few learned men, 


of society in the moon. ’ 

We are, however, in a fair way to be- 
come more and more acquainted with that 
country, since the zeal which has been 
shown by many missionaries in their ex- 


ertions to an intimate knowledge 
of the people and their language for their 


benevolent s. ~A college was es- 
tablished in Malacca in 1818, to encourage 
the. prepacataty teep for the. intrettection 

reparé t 
of lain aa eat instruction into the 
country ; and the work before us clearly 
shows that the cultivation of Chinese lit- 


erature, which 








we should know scarcely less of the state} 
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leaves of plants, eat w well ; 
wilderness, lie in holes of ae - 
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* But now, happily I have 
}China! I have a house to live i. 
drink and food, and elegant for Ry 
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The English were not perrritted ts 
merely on account of the extracrdinapy fr 
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A brief. summary of the essential 
trines of the religion of Fuk of 
taken from a book of the priest, makes 
whole duty of man consist infrequent 
petitions of the name of their god, and 
worship of idols. . 

“Give up the three tsangs and all 
books for others to fag at,and the f 
thousand roads for others to walk in 
yond the one sentence, Q-ne-to-fuh, 
need not use a single word. Let each 
a retired room, and sweep it clean; p 
therein an image of Fuh; every day 
a pot of pure incense ; place a cupof 
water: and, when evening comes, li 
lamp. Whether painted on paper, 
carved in wood, the figute is just the 
as the Fuh. Love it as father and 
venerate it as prince and ruler, Me 
and. evening let us worship it with & 
ty and reverence ; fall.prostrate like 
tumbling down of a mountain, and tise 
with dignity like the ascent of the ¢ 
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